
NCTC Campus Safety Committee Meeting 
January 26, 2004 

3 p.m. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 3:05 p.m. by Chairperson Orley Gunderson in Room 545. 
 
Persons in attendance were Orley Gunderson, Kevin Stuckey, Miff Soderberg, Earl Frazer, 
Shannon Boen, Marie Sandsmark, Jan Strandlie, and Dennis Paesler. 
 
Persons absent were Kristel Kizer, Kent Wagner, Sheldon Schmiess, Tim Bergerson, and Clinton 
Castle. 
 
Old business consisted of addressing the safety issues that had been pointed out at the last 
meeting.  These issues and the current status are as follows: 
 
1) Handicapped doors - Earl reported that all doors are working properly. 
 
2) Cell phones for Security Officers - Kevin reported that the TRF campus has cell phones 

as needed and that they are now working to implement the same system for the EGF 
campus.  This is being developed and Becky will be ordering 5 security phones for them. 

 
3) Chemical Agents - The committee discussed this issue as to the extent that our security 

officers maintain order.  Kevin reported that there have been situations that could have 
warranted the use of chemical agents in order to insure safety.  Dr. Gunderson will 
contact MnSCU officials and the Attorney General’s office again regarding liability 
issues in this matter, and the committee recommended that there be no hesitation in 
calling 911. 

 
4) Safety Buckets - This issue was revisited and the committee was informed that the 

caged-in lift at the airport campus is not practical to use on the main campus because it is 
too large to transport.  Because of OSHA regulations, we must provide a safety bucket 
for various essential duties that require an employee to reach high places.  Earl will  
identify our needs, develop specifications, and look into budgeting for the equipment, 
which will be a priority for next year’s budget. 

 
5) Overhead Gates - All overhead gates are in good working condition at this time. 
 
6) Smoking - The committee discussed the smoking areas designated outside the building.  

Shannon and Cindy will review the designated areas for smokers and make 
recommendations for any changes.  This information will then be disseminated by the 
president’s office. 

 
7) Drinking Fountains - Earl reported that there are 2 drinking fountains out of order at 

this time, but they are working on getting them fixed . 
 
8) Parking Lots - After our recent renovation project of $150,00 renewing the parking lots 



at the TRF campus, this issue has been solved. 
 
9) Signage in Parking Lots - One new stop sign has been installed, but it was reported that 

we need ‘No Parking’ signs on the baseball fence for the cars that illegally park on the 
North side of the road by the weight room.  It was also pointed out that another sign is 
needed by the auto mechanics wing.  Shannon will take care of the signage concerns. 

 
10) Speed Bumps - This was done and has improved safety concerns in the parking lots. 
 
11) Safety Reports - Safety Report forms have been placed in reception areas, in the boxes 

by Becky’s office, and can be obtained from Earl’s office.  This procedure is explained at 
orientation and also in the packets for new employees. 

 
The committee received copies of a program called AWAIR (A Workplace Accident & Injury 
Reduction) which includes all aspects of a safety program for Northland and other safety related 
policies.   Dr. Gunderson asked Earl to chair a committee of Shannon, Kevin, Jan, and Miff to go 
over the document and determine any changes or areas that need to be updated.  This document 
was updated the last time in May, 1998. 
 
Chairperson Gunderson called for new business and the following issues were brought to the 
committee: 
 
1) Security Cameras at the Swenson House - Kevin introduced this issue, stating that for 

our purposes with multiple events and large numbers of people there, we need more than 
the two cameras with alarms that the Swensons had installed for their private use.  He 
stated that he has received a proposal by Northland Safety Products, Inc. for a system of 
cameras that could be used as security, but also as instructional for his classes.  This 
proposal was distributed to the committee.  Dr. Gunderson asked Kevin to head a 
committee of Earl, Shannon, Stacey and Vanessa to determine the specifications needed . 
 These specs will be turned in to Dennis Paesler and he will obtain bids/quotes on this 
project.  During the discussion it was pointed out that the 32 cameras presently in use on 
the main campus have proven to be very effective in monitoring safety issues and even 
avoiding and solving criminal activity.   

 
2) Swenson House driveway and sidewalk - It was mentioned that the driveway and 

sidewalk to the Swenson House is on an incline and tends to be slippery in wintertime.  
Since all parking is located across the street, everyone attending events must walk on this 
area.  Earl and Shannon will look into alternatives for addressing this problem. 

 
3) Safety Shoes - Earl has met with the MnSCU authorities concerning which employees 

should be issued steel toed safety shoes.  He will research this issue further and report to 
Dennis Paesler about which conditions require safety shoes.  Earl will also check with 
Human Resources about the past history of accidents or claims. 

 
4) Security Cameras on the main campus - Kevin explained to the committee how the 

cameras work and how effective they have been in deterring or solving unfavorable 



situations.   
 
With no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned by 4:00 p.m.   The next meeting will be 
March 29, 2004 at 3:00 p.m. in Room 545.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Jan Strandlie, Recorder 
 


