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THE BOTTOM LINE: 
The MnSCU Occupational Grant Pilot Program is a tremendously exciting opportunity for 
thousands of Minnesotans to get an outstanding educational experience from any of our 30 state 
colleges – TUITION FREE. 
 

BACKGROUND:  

The 2015 Legislature created this program to provide financial assistance to students enrolled in 
specific career and technical programs at MnSCU two-year colleges. It is being implemented for 
the 2016-17 and 2017-18 academic years as a pilot. 

The grant covers actual tuition and general fees remaining after Pell Grant and the Minnesota 
State Grant have been applied to the student’s account (as of the end of the Drop/Add period). 
 

KEY POINTS: 

 Descriptions of this program should use the expression “Free Tuition” instead of “Free 
College” (which could be incorrectly interpreted to mean that the program covers all 
costs – see additional information below). 

 536 different academic programs at 30 Minnesota State Colleges qualify. 

 Students must be admitted to an eligible program and start that program during fall term, 
2016. 

 The grant is available for up to 72 credits between fall 2016 through summer 2018. 

 Qualifications for students include: 
o Graduating from a Minnesota high school, completing an ABE program, or 

passing a GED test as a Minnesota resident between July 1, 2015 and August 21, 
2016. 

o Adjusted Gross Income of $90,000 or less in 2015. 
o Minnesota resident as defined by the Minnesota state financial aid programs. 
o Tuition and fee charges that are not fully covered by Pell and State grants during 

fall semester 2016. 
o To qualify for the second year of the program (2017-18), students must complete 

at least 30 program credits during the first year of the program with a GPA of 2.5 
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or better and participate in free mentoring services throughout the academic 
program (additional information below). 

 To apply: Students must complete the 2016-2017 FAFSA or Minnesota Dream Act 
application, be admitted to an eligible program, and start that program in the Fall of 2016. 
Students need not complete a separate application for this grant. Applications will be 
ranked by date of FAFSA filing, so students should apply as early as possible. 

 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS: 

 Q: Where can students go to get more information about the Pilot? 

 A: Either through the Office of Higher Education 
(www.ohe.state.mn.us/MnSCUOccupGrant) or through the Financial Aid office at 
any MnSCU college. 

  State colleges have also been requested to post information about this grant in the 
financial aid section of their website. 

  

 Q: Which colleges and academic programs qualify? 

 A: 536 different academic programs at 30 Minnesota State Colleges qualify. A list of 
the qualifying programs are available at the OHE website: 
www.ohe.state.mn.us/MnSCUOccupGrant.  

 

 Q: How do students apply? 

 A: Interested students must complete the 2016-2017 Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) or, for undocumented students, the Minnesota Dream Act 
application. Students need not complete a separate application for this grant. 
Applications will be ranked by date of FAFSA filing, so students should apply as 
early as possible. 

 

 Q: What college expenses are eligible and not eligible for the grant? 

 A: Awards will cover actual tuition and general fees (as of the end of the drop/add 
date) after the federal Pell grant and Minnesota State grant have been applied. 

  Other related costs such as books, equipment, room and board, and specific 
course fees are not eligible. 
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 Q: Will all eligible students who apply receive a grant? 

 A: No – students who are eligible for the grant may not receive a grant for various 
reasons including grant funds have run out (grants are awarded on a first-come, 
first-served basis until the funds run out) or because their tuition and general fees 
have already been fully covered by Pell or State grants. 

 

 Q: When will students be notified of their eligibility and the amount of the award? 

 A: Financial Aid offices will begin notifying students who are eligible in the near 
future and will continue to notify qualified students as long as funds are available. 
The actual award amount will not be determined until the end of the drop/add 
period for fall term. A student who has been notified they will receive the award 
and maintains eligibility will have their tuition and fees paid by a combination of 
the Pell grant, the State grant, and the Occupational grant. 

 

 Q: Does the grant apply to both years of the two-year program? 

 A: Yes. Students will need to reapply for the grant for the second year. The grant is 
available for up to 72 semester credits, including any required developmental 
courses taken after admission to the Occupational Grant Pilot Program. The grant 
can be renewed for the 2017-2018 academic year if the student meets the 
following conditions: 

 Submits a 2017-2018 FAFSA (or 2017-2018 MN Dream Act state 
financial aid application for undocumented students) and any other 
required documents in a timely manner. 

 Successfully completed at least 30 program credits during the 2016-2017 
academic year, including summer term 2017. 

 Participated in required free mentoring services during the 2016-2017 
academic year. 

 Making satisfactory academic progress and maintaining a GPA of at least 
2.5 at the end of the 2016-2017 academic year and for each term of the 
2017-2018 academic year. 

 Student's college certifies the student is on track to complete the program 
during the 2017-2018 academic year. 

 

 Q: Is the free mentoring service coordinated by the state college the student attends? 

 A: No. The Minnesota Office of Higher Education contracted with InsideTrack, Inc. 
(www.insidetrack.com) to provide these mentoring services. This contractor will 
be responsible for getting in touch with the grant recipients. The mentoring 
sessions will be done over the phone, email, text messaging, and potentially some 
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in-person meetings. These efforts will be tailored to each student such that well-
performing students may not be contacted as often as students who may need 
more assistance. 

 

 Q: What will be covered during these mentoring sessions? 

 A: Developing a personalized student success plan which includes: 

 Concrete steps towards program completion. 
 Identification of and contingency plans for potential obstacles to 

completion. 
 Making connections to on-campus resources and personal development 

opportunities. 
 Financial planning. 

   

 Q: What personal information about students will be provided to InsideTrack? 

 A:  InsideTrack will be provided contact information as well as other student 
information including grade point average. Participating in this mentoring service 
is a required part of the Occupational Grant Pilot Program. 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 

 MnSCU Occupational Grant Pilot Eligible Programs 
 OHE Grant handout 
 OHE Press release (February 4, 2016) 
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