
FAQs:  Lumina Foundation for Education Grant for Adult Degree Completion 

How much was the grant for and how are the funds to be used? 

The Minnesota State Colleges and Universities system received a grant of $800,000 for four years.  The 

funds are intended to support outreach to former students with college credits but no degree, increase the 

availability of credit-for-prior learning, support a project manager, and work with faculty and staff to develop 

enhanced or additional services to serve adults returning to higher education. Unfortunately, the grant from 

Lumina does not include funding for tuition support.   

How are students finding out about the grant program and what do they need to know? 

The system issued a press release last week and several news outlets picked up the story (including a 

television news story that ran Monday morning).  The press release included the 1-800 telephone number for 

the system’s Student Support Center in Perham, Minnesota, and many prospective students took the 

opportunity to call.  Unfortunately, some of those individuals heard “grant funds” and assumed the program, 

known as the RAPID Completion Program (Returning Adults to Progress in Degree Completion), has 

financial aid to help them return to school.  If you receive inquiries about this project from prospective 

students, please help them become aware of existing financial aid programs available to them as their 

circumstances permit.  

Will the grant program be able to help our institution?  

Yes, we hope most, if not all, of our institutions will work with us in the next four years to develop enhanced 

or new services and programs to help adult students complete their degrees.  We have funds that will be used 

for, among other things, faculty professional development in credit for prior learning, enhanced Web 

resources, a handbook for students, and dissemination of practices that help serve adult students, including 

veterans and dislocated workers.  As part of the RAPID Completion Program, we expect to reach out to 

160,000 former adult students who have 15 or more college credits and no degree.    

While we can track many returning students through ISRS, we hope to develop a way to follow students 

from our outreach efforts (direct mail customized to the individual prospective students) through their 

decision to re-enroll and degree completion.  Making note of students who inquire as a result of this outreach 

would be very helpful in these early days of the grant. 

Why didn’t we hear about the grant sooner? 

The grant was awarded by Lumina on October 1, and subsequent news stories have elicited a significant 

response from prospective students. Many of the services that will be funded by the grant, however, are not 

yet in place. We had planned to use the first two months of the grant hiring a project manager and bringing 

together an advisory committee of faculty, staff and administrators.  Those activities are underway, but in the 

meantime, we hope you can help prospective students in the most accommodating way possible when they 

are referred to your institution.  Referrals from the Perham call center will be made primarily to the 

institution that the student most recently attended or to one of our three lead institutions on the grant project: 

Metropolitan State University, Inver Hills Community College or North Hennepin Community College.  

Who can I contact if I need more information about the grant? 

Staff from system institutions may contact Mary Rothchild or Dr. Gail O’Kane in the Office of the 

Chancellor. Mary can be reached at mary.rothchild@so.mnscu.edu, 651-201-1672. Gail can be reached at 

gail.okane@so.mnscu.edu, 651-201-1669.  
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