
 

>>> "Kirsten Fuglseth" <kfuglseth@NW-SERVICE.K12.MN.US> 10/14/2008 12:43 PM >>> 

Mary, Ellen and Dean… 

 

While I know this email is lengthy, I think you will find if of value.  Thanks in advance for your time and 

feel free to contact me if you have additional thoughts or concerns. 

 

I had a couple of thoughts that I wanted to share with you after the teleconference meeting yesterday 

morning. 

 

1)    Both ABE teachers on your campuses, Ellen Anton and Ann Dziengel, have recently been trained 
to offer an online curriculum called the MindQuest Academy.  Mindquest Academy (MQA) is a 
comprehensive set of college transition program resources designed to assist adults who want to 

go to college but lack the necessary academic skills and knowledge for post-secondary success.  
The Academy combines a unique set of features: an adult population group needing transitional 

courses, an educational intervention using online curricula and teaching strategies, and 

collaborative efforts within MnSCU and Adult Basic Education. The training consists of 25 courses 
in 4 skill areas of foundation skills, college success skills, academic samplers and career 

explorations. Each course is divided into 5 modules, which can be used separately or in 
combinations to serve the needs of the learner. I won’t go on to describe each of the skill areas 

in this email, but I would strongly encourage you to visit the MQA 
website…http://www.mindquestacademy.org/index.html …for more information, then visit with 

Ann and Ellen regarding this curriculum and the ways in which it might be of benefit to some of 

the students currently enrolled on your campus, as well as prospective students.  I think it has a 
huge potential to help these students. 

2)    I have emailed state level ABE staff and have shared with them some of the difficulties NCTC is 
currently encountering.  As Dean shared at the meeting, these same issues have already come 

up with other MNSCU campuses (for example, Anoka Ramsey Technical College) and they have 

adopted policies to address and prevent some of these issues, which may be the reason some of 
these students have migrated this direction…they were no longer able to enroll in those 

institutions because they didn’t have the skills to pass the enrollment requirements.  I have 
asked the state ABE staff to share with me any information they may have regarding the paths 

other institutions have taken, and the potential role ABE may play in these paths. 

3)    There is a conference coming up in St. Cloud on October 30 and 31st which may be of interest to 
you.  It is called From Dream to Reality: ABE Transitions to College, Training, and Work and as I 

looked at the conference flier again, I thought that there may be some sessions that you would 
find of interest.  I highlighted some of the sessions below, and inserted a link to the information 

(which has an additional link detailing session descriptions).  I am planning to attend this 

conference, and welcome any of you to attend with me if you are interested.  The registration 
deadline is October 22, next Wednesday.  Please let me know if you are interested. 

 

http://www.mindquestacademy.org/
http://www.mindquestacademy.org/index.html


http://www.hamline.edu/education/academics/centers/sltl/atlas/events/transitions2008_

event.html 

 

Title of Presentation:  Partnering with Post-Secondary Institutions 

Presenter:  Jan Pomeroy, Director of Academic Support Center at Anoka-Ramsey Community 

College, Coon Rapids.    

Presentation Summary: Is your consortium working with a post-secondary institution? Are you 

currently at an institution and want to know what other ABE programs are doing? A panel of 

college and adult basic education employees will present the models used at Anoka Ramsey 

Community College and Anoka Technical College. What worked and what didn’t work. 

 

Title of Presentation: Mindquest Academy College Prep Program 

Presenters:  Karen Wolters, Diploma Program Supervisor/College Prep Instructor; Terry 

Jaakkola, Coordinator/College Prep Instructor at NHCC.   

Presentation Summary:  Karen and Terry will explain the College Prep Program collaborations 

currently collocated at North Hennepin Community College (Osseo ABE) and South Central 

College (Mankato ABE).   The participants can expect to understand how the collaborations have 

developed over time, the goals of the programs, differences between the programs (stemming 

from the same model), referral, eligibility, intake process, curriculum used in the program, 

student services, program logistics, and last year's accomplishments. 

 

Title of Presentation:  Information Literacy in Multicultural Classrooms 

Presenters:  Ann Morgan, Dean of Faculty, Rasmussen College – Online Campus; Amy 

Springer, Reference and Instruction Librarian, Rasmussen College – Eagan Campus 

Presentation Summary: This presentation is on academic readiness and student support in 

higher education.  At Rasmussen College, we have many adults returning to college from a 

variety of backgrounds.  Our classrooms are diverse and intergenerational.  The demographics 

are refreshing, exciting, and complex.  We will be specifically discussing information literacy 

and how to teach students to evaluate credibility and avoid plagiarism. Plagiarism is a very 

Western idea, and repeating scholarly information is considered honorable in some cultures.   

 

Title of Presentation:  Accuplacer Prep in the ABE Classroom 

http://www.hamline.edu/education/academics/centers/sltl/atlas/events/transitions2008_event.html
http://www.hamline.edu/education/academics/centers/sltl/atlas/events/transitions2008_event.html


Presenter:  Rita Koon has been an ABE instructor for the past 20 years at Hubbs Center.  

Presentation Summary: The presentation will focus on how the ABE classroom can prepare 

learners for the Accuplacer.  The emphasis includes: who should take the class, what should be 

included in the instruction, and what is the expected outcome of those who take the class. 

Included in the presentation are test results of Hubbs learners who took the Accuplacer after 

classroom instruction.    

 

 

Kirsten Fuglseth 

Adult Basic Education Coordinator 

Northwest Service Cooperative 

114 West First Street 

Thief River Falls, MN  56701 

(218) 681-0900 Ext. 117 

 
Hi everyone, 
 
The time for the follow-up meeting will be Monday, October 13th at 9:00 - 11:00 in rooms 305A (EGF) and 461F (TRF).  If you 
cannot be there at 9:00 AM, attend when you can. 
 
Thanks, 
Hank 
 
Hi everyone, 
 
The theme for this meeting is "academic support for English Language Learners."  We are looking to identify the barriers that 
currently exists and what are some best practices for serving these students.  The consensus is that we need to provide some level 
of training for current faculty and tutors for working with ELL students.  Additionally, we have discussed supplemental instruction 
provided by program faculty and additional support with student tutors and will address this during the Monday meeting. 
 
The meeting time is 10:00 on Monday, October 6th.  The meeting rooms are 106 (EGF) and 662 TRF (polycom will be used).  Dr. 
Marshall will be attending at EGF in order to provide additional insight into the areas being addressed. 
 
Sincerely, 
Hank 
 
 
 
 
Call or email if you have any questions or concerns.  
Hank Roehrich, Ph.D. 
Dean of Academic Affairs 
Northland Community & Technical College  
2022 Central Ave NE 
East Grand Forks, MN 56721 
hank.roehrich@northlandcollege.edu  
Office 218-793-2464 



 


