
 Northland Community & Technical College 
Developmental Education Meeting 

December 18, 2009 
10:00 am. 

Polycom-TRF-Room 545/EGF-Room 115 
 

M I N U T E S 
 

 
Attendees:  Norma Konschak, Mary Dyrud, Tracy Boman, Farah Rahnama, Ellen Brehmer, Dean Dalen and Lori Johnson, Recorder 
Guest:  Ralph Cox 
    

Topic Responsible 
Party 

Discussion/Outcome 

Call to order  10:10 am. 
 

1. Developmental Math 
Enrollment 

Ralph & 
Dean 

Ralph shared information he gathered regarding Developmental Math enrollment on the two 
campuses for the Fall 2009 semester. (This document is attached to minutes.)  It was noted 
that the number of sections of developmental math courses offered are quite different even 
though the student numbers are not that far apart.  Some areas of concern: 

 What, if anything, is being done differently between the two campuses to generate such 
a difference in developmental math enrollment? 

 What, if anything, are the consequences? 

 Are student success rates any different? 

 Retention rates? 

 Graduation rates? 
 
Dean shared information regarding the Math placements as the result of Accuplacer testing 
for the Fall 2009 semester.  (This document is also attached to the minutes.) 
 



2. Developmental Math 
Succession 

 The succession of the developmental math courses was discussed.  It was decided that a 
“common policy” needs to be formalized in order to give advisors a standard to follow.  This 
will be discussed further at the Math department meeting during the January In-service. 

3.   Next Meeting 
 
      Agenda for Next  
      Meeting 

 The meeting schedule for Spring semester will be determined and committee members 
notified. 

Adjourned  10:55 am. 

 
Developmental Math Enrollment information gathered by Ralph Cox: 
I would like to share the following information with you regarding differences in the developmental math enrollment on the two 
campuses.  The placement policies are the same and yet you will see that enrollment numbers are quite different.   
 

 
TRF 

Enrollment 
Demographics 

 
EGF 

72% 19-26 years old 71% 

45% Male 41% 

55% Female 59% 

1035 Full Time 1002 

418 Part Time 440 

 
TRF 

Developmental Math 
Fall 2009 

 
EGF 

71 Math Foundations 184 

34 Introductory Algebra 100 

18 Pre-College Algebra 63 

123 Total 347 

 
The demographic data has been taken from our website and the enrollment data from the class schedule numbers from last Fall 
2009.  I have not yet looked at the Spring 2010 numbers, but based just on the different number of sections being offered on each 
campus, I believe the trend will continue. 
 
What, if anything, is being done differently between the two campuses to generate such a difference in developmental math 
enrollment?  What, if anything, are the consequences?  Are student success rates any different?  Retention rates?  Graduation 
rates? 
 
I was just looking at the data and thought it might be worth discussing.   



Accuplacer Test results submitted by Dean Dalen: 
 

NCTC Math Placements 
Fall 2009 

Here is a summary of how the Fall 2009 students tested into the various math levels.  This data is broken down by the campus where 
the students tested, not necessary the campus or where they are enrolled.  The time period was students tested between April1, 
2009 and September 30, 2009. 
       EGF   TRF 
Total number of students tested:   610   501 
Placed into Math Foundations:   265   181 
Placed into Intro to Algebra:    92   69 
Placed into Pre-College Algebra:   109   78 
Placed into Intermediate Algebra:   80   90 
Place at College Level Math:    33   50  
The following data was taken from Brio queries which allow us to examine the data more accurately based on which campus the 
student is attending and their major (degree vs. diploma options).  Here is a list broken down by which campus the students are 
attending: 
       EGF   TRF 
Placed into Math Foundations (placed/no. tested): 149/356  126/295 
Placed  into Intro to Algebra:   78/224   65/192  
Placed into Pre-College Algebra:   72/224   66/192 
Placed into Intermediate Algebra:   56/224   43/192 
Placed into College Level Math:   21/224   20/192 
When you factor only the student pursing a degree which would require developmental algebra and a college level math course, you 
get the following: 
Placed into Intro to Algebra:    48   31 
Placed into Pre-College Algebra:   45   35 
Placed into Intermediate Algebra:   40   24 
Placed into College Level Math   16   12   


