
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE TECHNOLOGY 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

NCTC EGF CAMPUS 
October 29, 2007 

 
The meeting was call to order at 6:05 P.M. in conference room 106. 
 
Introductions were made. 
 
Members present were:  Jason Anderson, Dave Pelarski, Jerome 
Gerszewski, Paul Anderson, Terry Mertz, and Kaare Gjerding.  
  
Faculty present:  Todd Anvinson, Dennis Wierima, Charlie Kiesow, and 
Norman Halsa. 
 
Administration present:  None 
 
Minutes were read and approved.  Motion by Dave Pelarski, 2nd by Paul 
Anderson. 
 
There were no additions to the agenda. 
 
Under old business there were now recommendations from last meeting. 
 Charlie spoke on the need to update the four wheel alignment computer. 
 He stated that the computer had “crashed” a couple of times last spring. 
 He also stated that we needed to update the Mac Mentor.  Todd 
reinforced that we needed the committee’s input on what new tools are 
coming into the trade.  He also reported that we need newer vehicles 
donated to the program for the students to work on.  Kaare stated that we 
should speak with some of the insurance companies and see if they could 
donate any “totaled” vehicles. 
 
 
 



Charlie reported that the TRF campus will have there NATEF 5 year 
review on November 19th.  Norm showed the committee the certification 
guide and the 3 ring binder with the materials he put together for the 
inspection.  Todd stated that the EGF campus recertification will be 
during spring semester and that he needed a minimum of 4 committee 
members to fill out the self study.   
 
Charlie reported 20 students at the TRF campus.  Todd reported 20 first 
year and 7 second year for EGF campus. 
 
A discussion was held about retention.  Jerome suggested that we should 
mandate attendance and uniforms.     
 
Norm and Dennis reported that hybrid vehicle technology was put in the 
curriculum.  Norm didn’t expect any new curriculum needs for the 
NATEF recertification process.   
 
Norm told the committee that a jet spray cabinet had been delivered to 
the TRF campus by mistake and Dennis said it was the one budgeted for 
last year.  Dennis stated that the EGF campus had purchased a “Candi 
module for the GM Tech II.  Todd stated that they were still trying to get 
a Snap on “Modis” this year.   
 
Norm told the committee that the equipment budget for TRF automotive 
was $4000.00 for the year and that he was holding the monies for the 
wheel alignment computer if needed.   
 
Norm reported that Stanley Olson was available for a substitute if 
needed and that he had been substituting when he was out for 
negotiations. 
 
Charlie and Todd reported we have 97 prospects, with 35 applications 
for next fall so far. 
 
Charlie and Todd also reported on the class cap of 23 students. 



 
Both Charlie and Todd reported 100% placement for the last two years. 
 
Todd reported that they have plans to participate in Skills USA again 
this spring and that he has students interested.  Norm reported that the 
TRF campus Skills USA advisor had spoke with him and was not sure 
that there would be enough funds to go this year.  Norm stated that he 
would talk to Kent Hanson on the issue. 
      
Charlie and Todd reported no accidents so far this year.    
 
A discussion was held on the starting pay for our graduates.  Todd stated 
that some of the industry around EGF were paying $14.00 to $17.00 
starting with no experience.  Members also had concerns about the issue. 
 Terry stated that it is very expensive to train technicians and that they 
start at a lower wage and increase within the first 6 months.  He also 
stated that they pay using “flat rate”.  Kaare stated that they also start 
low.  Todd suggested that we need to stay competitive to attract students 
into the field. 
 
 Todd reported that the second year students at both campuses took the 
ASE end of program test last spring.  He reported that at EGF they 
allowed two days for the 8 tests.  Norm stated that he had scheduled all 8 
for one day and that it was too long for the students.  Todd stated that 
giving the test at the end of the program presents some what of a 
challenge for the students with the program being 2 years in length.  
Material covered in the first year may be forgotten by the time the tests 
were taken. 
 
 Meeting adjourned 6:50 P.M. Dinner followed at the Blue Moose.   
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