
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE TECHNOLOGY 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

NCTC TRF CAMPUS 
May 8, 2007 

 
The meeting was call to order at 6:20 P.M. in the Auto service 
classroom. 
 
Introductions were made. 
 
Members present were:  Shawn Bugge, Lloyd Hammerstrom, Kaare 
Gjerding, Steve Klopp, Bob Bjorgaard, and Mike Spears.  
  
Faculty present:  Todd Anvinson, Dennis Wierima, Charlie Kiesow, and 
Norman Halsa. 
 
Administration present:  Kent Hanson, Vice President, Jeff Thomas, 
Dean of Academics, TRF campus. 
 
Minutes were read and approved.  Motion by Kaare Gjerding, 2nd by 
Bob Bjorgaard. 
 
There were no additions to the agenda. 
 
Charlie reported on the purchase of an on car brake lathe, and also the 
purchase of a new computer for the student lab at the TRF campus. 
Charlie also stated that we had received Perkins monies for a new for 
IDS system to compliment the Ford Explorer donated by them.   
 
Todd reported that we need newer vehicles, and vehicle donations would 
be nice for the automotive program.  He also asked if there were any 
recommendations from the committee.   
 
 



Charlie reported that the TRF campus NATEF 5 year review will need to 
take place this fall.  Todd stated that the EGF campus recertification will 
need to take place spring of 2008. 
 
Charlie reported 20 first year and 10 second year for TRF campus.  Todd 
reported 17 first year and 17 second year for EGF campus. 
 
Dennis reported that hybrid vehicle technology needs to be put in the 
curriculum.  Norm didn’t expect any new curriculum needs for the 
NATEF recertification process.   
 
For equipment for EGF, Dennis reported they had put in for a new spray 
washer to replace the old one.  He also hoped that we would be able to 
maintain our equipment budget. 
 
Norm explain that we had put in for $14,000.00 for the Ford IDS system 
for next year, but had already purchased thru Perkins and that the 
equipment budget for next year had been reduced to $4000.00 and put in 
the 2nd priority column. 
 
Norm reported that Bob Neuschwander was available for a substitute if 
needed. 
 
Charlie reported we have 158 prospects, with 7 signed up for next fall so 
far. 
Todd reported 19 accepted for fall so far and that they had participated 
in a job fair this spring.  Todd also reported on the class cap of 23 
students. 
Both Charlie and Todd reported 100% placement for the last two years. 
 
Todd reported that he and Dennis had brought students to Skills USA – 
VICA competition which the skills part was held at St. Cloud Technical 
College.  One of his students placed in the top 5.  Norm reported that 
two of his students participated in competition.  Todd felt it was a good 
experience for the students. 



      
Charlie reported no accidents this year in auto at TRF.   Todd explained 
one minor accident at the EGF department.  Norm asked the members to 
inspect the department for safety issues after the meeting and report any 
deficiencies to him after the meeting.    
 
 Dennis reported on the program review process that we went thru this 
year.  He brought the 3 ring binder that contained the collection of 
reports that went into the program review for the members to look at. 
 
Norm reported that the second year students at both campuses took an 
ASE end of program test this spring.  He stated that sometime in June we 
would be able to compare our offerings to all programs in the nation that 
participated in the testing.  Norm explained the costs involved with 
hopes we could continue the process into the future.  VP Hanson said we 
were going to keep on affording it and doing it.  
 
 
 
 Meeting adjourned 6:55 P.M. and reconvened with a dinner meal at the 
Lantern Restaurant.   
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