
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE TECHNOLOGY 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

NCTC EGF CAMPUS 
October 18, 2005 

 
Dinner was served at 6:30 P.M. in the East Grand Forks campus 
commons. 
The meeting was call to order at 7:10 P.M. in the conference room. 
 
Members present were:  Brian Funk, Shawn Bugge, Paul Anderson, 
Dave Danielson,  Kaare Gjerding, Harry Iverson and David Pelarski.  
  
Faculty present:  Todd Anvinson, Dennis Wierima, Charlie Kiesow, Bob 
Neuschwander, and Norman Halsa. 
 
Administration present:  Mike Normandin, Dean of Academics, EGF 
campus. 
 
There were no additions to the agenda. 
 
Minutes of the last meeting were distributed.  Dave Pelarski  moved to 
accept the minutes.  Paul Anderson second. 
 
There were no recommendations from the last meeting to report on.  
Charlie reported on the purchase of a new off car brake lathe and Motor 
Vac fuel injector cleaning machine that had been on previous meeting 
minutes from the Thief River Falls campus.  Dennis stated that the East 
Grand Forks campus had purchased a new on car brake lathe unit and an 
OTC scanner.   
 
Dave Danielson told the committee that Ford is coming with a laptop 
computer with a wireless system for their scanning and reprogramming.  
 
 



 
Dennis reported that he started the year with 21 students and currently 
had 18.  Todd stated that he had 14 students in second year.  Charlie 
reported that the TRF campus had 36 students with 10 in second year 
and 26 in first year. 
Dennis reported that the EGF campus has adopted the AUMO 
curriculum.  Norm stated that there will be changes made to adapt to new 
NATEF standards.  There is a need for more time in HVAC, and an 
introduction for students in hybrid vehicle technology.   
   
Dennis reported that the 2 ½ year NATEF review needs to be completed 
before the end of fall semester.  He explained the process of ratings and 
handed out the materials.  
 
Dennis stated that the current budget was working so far.  Charlie stated 
that the TRF budget was doing OK. 
  
Todd reported on recruitment and sent around the table a report from the 
recruiters that had the names of prospective students.  He also stated that 
EGF campus Auto Service is going to sponsor a trade’s expo again this 
year.  Norm reported that the TRF campus is having a career day with 
presentations next Thursday.   
 
Mike Normandin stated that numbers look good for most of the trades 
programs.   
 
Harry Iverson asked a question whether incoming students had 
knowledge of car repair prior to coming to college, and if students had to 
be high school graduates.  Todd stated that the students had to either 
have a high school diploma or a GED.   He also told the committee that 
all new students have to take an assessment test before they start college. 
 He stated that some of the students have had some classes in high 
school and some have not. Todd reported that a lot of school districts 
have closed automotive programs.  Charlie stated that we are serving 
some high school students through PSEO.   



Charlie reported 8 graduates last year with 7 working in related field or 
continuing education.  There was 1 graduate working in an unrelated 
field.  Todd stated that EGF had 6 graduates last year.   
 
Kaare Gjerding reported that there is a better caliber of techs coming out 
of college now then before. 
  
Paul Anderson stated that there should be an option that a student could 
finish an area of interest in one year. 
 
Todd reported that he was encouraging students to participate in Skills 
USA-VICA this year.  Charlie reported that the contestants from TRF 
last year did well even if they had not placed in competition.  Norm 
stated that he had 2 students interested in competing this year.   
 
Both Todd and Charlie stated that there were no accidents to report.  Not 
even a scratch.  Todd stated that he was continuing to get on students to 
wear their safety glasses. 
 
Dennis reviewed more of the 2 ½ year NATEF review process and that 
he was placing his name as main contact with NATEF, being John had 
retired.   
 
Paul Anderson moved to adjourn, with Harry Iverson seconded. 
 
Meeting adjourned 7:47 P.M.    
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