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In order to receive financial aid, federal regulations require students who do not have a high 
school diploma or GED to pass an independently administered “ability to benefit” test approved 
by the Department of Education. Students who pass the “ability to benefit” test may be 
considered for financial aid. Passing standards will be established by the U.S. Department of 
Education and published in the Federal Register. 
 
In lieu of the “ability to benefit” test, students without a high school diploma or its equivalent 
may be eligible to receive Title IV funding upon satisfactory completion of six credit hours or 
the equivalent coursework that are applicable toward a degree or certificate offered by the 
institution. Students are ineligible to receive Title IV aid while earning the six credit hours. 
 
Date of Implementation:  5/27/04 
Date of Adoption:   6/2/04 
Date & Subject of Revisions: 1/18/07 

3/3/08 – heading added 
12/16/08 Reviewed 
3/19/10 Revised – Added the provision under the Higher 
Education Opportunity Act (Public Law 110-315) enacted on 
August 14, 2008 “Ability to Benefit” student aid eligibility 
language  

 


